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INTRODUCTION
This spring season was notable for unusual migration patterns. Western
birds are showing up in the east in greater numbers each year, with Lazuli Bunting
the prime example. There were 17 Lazulis reported east of Grand Island. Blackheaded Grosbeak has been a rare find east of Grand Island, with only 5 previous
sightings; now there have been 9, including 3 in the extreme east. There were more
Black-headeds east than Rose-breasteds west, the reverse of the usual situation.
Western Grebes and Sandhill Cranes also came east in greater numbers, as did
Cinnamon Teal. On the other hand, there was a most unexpected smallinflux of
about 6 Eastern Towhees (by phenotype, call, and song) into Scotts Bluff Co, an
unprecedented event; they appeared to happily hang out with the local Spotteds.
Shorebirds also exhibited some unusual behaviors. Willets were more
numerous and tardy in the east, lingering well past their breeding dates. Also
easterly were Long-billed Curlew, until the last 2 years (and still) an extremely rare
occurrence, Whimbrrj, which also was early, and Marbled Godwit, which, along
with Hudsonian Godwit, congregated in huge numbers near the.town of Niobrara and
were present throughout the east in larger numbers than usual. As well as this
eastward push by larger shorebirds, smaller species arrived early: White-rumped
Sandpiper, Short- and Long-billed Dowitcher, and Stilt Sandpiper. Most of the
swallows were early, too.
Rarities were not much in evidence, with one major exception: a
resplendent male Hooded Oriole in the tiny town of Garrison, Butler Co. Much less
sexy, but possibly of greater ornithological significance, was Nebraska's first sprift8
record of Rufous Hummingbird. Finally, there was an intriguing report of a
Swallow-tailed Kite, a rarity that is long overdue to be re-documented in Nebraska

ABBREVIATIONS
ad: adult
ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co
CL: Carter L, Omaha
fem: female
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co
Cem: Cemetery
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos
HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos
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imm: immature
JS: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders and Lancaster Cos
juv: juvenile
LM: L Mcconaughy, Keith Co
LBN: Lakes Babcock & North, Platte Co
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co
LW: L Wanahoo, Saunders Co
m.ob.: many observers
MW: Mercer Woods, private property near 40th and Cuming Sts, Omaha
NM: National Monument
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co
P?: Pioneers Park, Lincoln
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co
Res: Reservoir
RWB: wetland complex in several counties of south-central and southeast Nebraska
SBNM: Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scotts Bluff Co
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s)
SP: State Park
WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha
WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln
WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, southern Sioux Co
OBSERVERS
AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff
AF: Andrew Furman, Wahoo
AG: Alan Grenon, Bellevue
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering
AP: Andrew Pierson, Gering
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue
AS: Amy Sheffield, Omaha
AW: Anita Watkins, Venango
BDB: Barbara DiBemard, Lincoln
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue
BP: Bhalchandra Pujari, Lincoln
BW: Bob Wells, Omaha
C&DJ: Chuck & Donna Johnson, Crofton
CC: Chuck Coyle, Omaha
CG: Callie Gesmundo, Vermilion, SD
CGa: Carolyn Gann, Bishop, CA
CH: Chris Helzer, Lincoln
CM: Chris Merkord, Grand Forks, ND
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue
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CW: Colin Woolley, Denver, CO
D&CN: Don & Colleen Noecker, Albion
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk
DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln
DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn
EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue
G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont
HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell
J&MS: Joel & Marcel Such, Lewellen
JaG: Janet Greer, Council Bluffs, IA
JB: Jo Bartikoski, Omaha
JBe: Jay Belsan, Ogallala
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln
JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha
JH: Joan Hackett, Venice
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield
JLC: Jill Liske-Clark, Grand Island
JLL: Jeanine L. Lackey, Doniphan
JM: Jeanne Miller, Bennington
JMa: Joe Manning, Omaha
JMu: John Murphy, Kearney
JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala
JP: Jim Petersen, North Platte
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha
JS: Jennifer Smith, Ainsworth
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha
JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha
JY: Jen Yantachka, Lamar, CO
K&KH: Kirk & Kyle Huffstater, North Platte
KC: Ken Carnes, Lincoln
KCo: Katharine Cohen, Beatrice
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell
KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth
L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue
LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City
LJH: Luke J. Hamilton, Bridgeport
LN: Larry Nahm, Bishop, CA
LR: Lanny Randolph, Kearney
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LS: Larry Snyder, Kimball
LSt: Levi Stone, Lewellen
M&HP: Myron & Holly Peterson, Blair
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton
MC: Mark Czaplewski, Lincoln
MCo: Mark Cornelius, Pickrell
MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus
MR: Mike Remund, Tecumseh
MRa: Mike Rader, Topeka, KS
MS: Marie Smith, Gering
MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln
MW: Matt Walker, Brady
MY: Matt Young, Ithaca, NY
NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln
NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha
NV: Nick Varvel, Olathe, KS
NVR: Nate Von Rentzall, Seward
NW: Nate Walker, Beatrice
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings
PH: Paula Hoppe, Colon
PJ: Pete Janzen, Wichita, KS
PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA
PS: Phil Swanson, Omaha
PT: Phyllis Trine, Madison
RF: Randy Floyd, Hayes Center
RH: Robin Harding, Kearney
RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis
RM: Ryan Munes, Menomonie, WI
RMa: Robert Manning, Omaha
RR: Ryan Risher, Pittsgrove, NJ
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering
RSt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln
RW: Rick Wright, Little Falls, NJ
RZ: Roy Zimmerman, Kearney
SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City
SR: Samantha Robinson, Vermilion, SD
SS: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln
SSu: Shawn Sullivan, Vermilion, SD
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow
TL: Tucker Lutter, Sioux City
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady
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TL: Tucker Lutter, Sioux City, IA
TM: Tom Mertins, Oshkosh
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte
WF: William Flack, Kearney
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA

SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Greater White-fronted Goose: Although generally rare in the Panhandle, there
were 3 reports: one at North Platte NWR 2 Mar (KD) was early, one was at
Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 27 Apr (AK), and one was in Scotts Bluff Co 8
May (KD). Late stragglers were 1-2 in Lancaster Co 9-12 May (LE).
Snow Goose: Recent years have seen huge numbers in central Nebraska; a biologist
estimated 1.5 million in a raft 2+ miles long and up to a half mile wide on HCR
27 Mar (TJW), and l million were in central Nebraska 8 Mar (CNK). An
apparently injured bird was still in western Douglas Co 26 May (JR), and
another was at BOL 25 May (LE). The 100,000 at DeSoto NWR, Washington
Co, 21 Mar were the most there since 2007 (JT).
Ross's Goose: Best count was the 2000 at BOL 20 Mar (LE), 3rd highest spring tally
on record.
Cackling Goose: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
Canada Goose: Earliest fledged goslings reported were near North Platte 25 Apr
(JP); earliest on record are in early Apr.
Trumpeter Swan: This species is commonly reported in spring migration, usually in
small groups compared to the larger wintering groups; best count was 9 at CL 4
Mar (JR). The 1-2 birds in western Douglas Co 20-21 Apr (JR, CNK) raised the
possibility of breeding, but none was reported.
Tundra Swan: This species is a rare spring migrant almost always in Mar; one was
at CL 4-6 Mar (JGr, JR), and a short-necked swan flew across I-80 near
Maxwell 27 Mar (TJW).
Mandarin Duck: The resplendent male at Pier Park, Grand Island, continued to
show the fem Wood Ducks there what a real Aix male should look like until 3
Mar (JLC).
Wood Duck: The surprisingly large wintering group at Pier Park, Grand Island, had
diminished to 12 by 3 Mar (JLC); the record-spring-high count of 100 at FF 17
Mar (JR) was likely made up of migrants. First brood reported was in Nemaha
Co 24 May (LE}, about average.
Gadwall: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
Eurasian Wigeon: Typical of most springs was the single report: one was in Clay
Co 14 Mar (PD, photo).
American Wigeon: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
American Black Duck: The only report was of one at DeSoto NWR 8 Mar (PD);
spring sightings are far less common than those in fall for this seemingly
declining species.
Mallard: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
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Blue-winged Teal: The 800 at LW 14 Apr (CNK) was a good count; highs are in the
range of 1000-2500. Two in Lancaster Co 9 Mar (JGJ) were rather early; most
arrive in mid-Mar.
Cinnamon Teal: There was a surprising number of easterly birds; there were only
about 40 such previous records in all, but this spring alone there were 6. All
were singles 31 Mar-25 Apr (m. ob.), including one that remained at HL 20-25
Apr (LE, m.ob.).
Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring
migrant.
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring
migrant.
Canvasback: Two at LO 20 May (JGJ) were tardy, although not unexpected there,
near the Sandhills breeding area.
Redhead: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring
migrant.
Greater Scaup: Reports were numerous, from central Nebraska eastward, but only
of small numbers of birds (m. ob.). Late for this species, and two of the latest 3
spring records, were a fem in Douglas Co 26 May (JR) and a single in Polk Co
19 May (DH).
Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
Surf Scoter: An alternate male was a surprise on the Missouri River in northwestern
Dixon Co 20 May (RM, CM, photo). This the 8th documented spring record,
and 2nd-latest by one day.
Long-tailed Duck: There were no reports of this rare but regular spring migrant.
Bufflehead: The 300 at LW 14 Apr (CNK) was 3rd-highest spring tally on record.
Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant.
Barrow's Goldeneye: One at Scottsbluff SL for about a week was re-found 1 Mar
(KD); such western winter birds are likely from the Rocky Mountain breeding
population, but the few spring records, most in the Missouri River Valley, are
likely of birds from the Great Lakes. Only the 12th spring record was a fem at
CL 2-15 Mar (JR, m.ob.).
Hooded Merganser: High spring counts range from 68-100, and so the 64 at LW 12
Apr (JGJ) and 62 at BOL 11 Mar (LE) were good counts.
Common Merganser: Reports were routine for this abundant winter resident and
spring migrant.
Red-breasted Merganser: There were more reports than usual for this uncommon
spring migrant, most from the east, including a good count of 75 in Cedar Co 2
Apr (JJ). Rare in the west, one was at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 24 Apr
(AP), and a fem was in Morrill Co 4 May (KD, LJH).
Ruddy Duck: The 548 at BOL 2 Apr (LE) was 4th-highest on record.
Northern Bobwhite: Reports were routine for this locally common resident mostly
of the south and east.
Gray Partridge: The only reports were from a northern Antelope Co site near
Creighton of2 birds 24-25 Apr and 20 May (MB). This species is currently at a
low ebb.
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Ring-necked Pheasant: Two reports indicated at least local declines in numbers,
likely caused by drought in Lincoln Co (TJW) and habitat destruction in Dixon
Co (JJ).
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this locally common resident.
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Numbers were down from last year based on transect
counts in McPherson Co, likely due to dry conditions (TJW). Numbers were
good in Knox Co, where 70 were counted on 5 booming grounds 7 Apr (MB),
and a serious attempt to increase their numbers was made by birds booming on
ice at Harvard WPA, Clay c;o, 20 Mar (JGJ).
Wild Turkey: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident.
Red-throated Loon: Only the 5th documented spring report was of one at Standing
Bear L, Omaha, 21-23 Apr (SMa, RMa, GR).
Pacific Loon: The lone report was of one at BOL 7 Apr (LE), only the 5th spring
record.
Common Loon: One in alternate plumage at Willow Creek Res, Pierce Co, 31 May
(D&JP) was record late for one in that plumage. Most late May sightings are of
immatures; failed breeders may appear in mid-Jun.
Pied-billed Grebe: Second-highest spring count on record was the 114 at BOL 10
Apr (LE).
Horned Grebe: Noteworthy sightings were the flock of 25 at Crescent L NWR 6
May (TM) and a rather late bird in alternate plumage in southwestern Butler Co
28 May (JG, CNK).
Eared Grebe: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant westward, fairly
common in the east.
Western Grebe: The 5 reports from the east 16 Apr-26 May (m. ob.), where
uncommon, provided a good showing, including 5 in Pierce Co 19 Apr (DH).
"Thousands" were at LM by 4 Apr (TJW), followed by an estimate of 4000
there 19 Apr (PD).
Clark's Grebe: Three singles were reported, all in the west as expected: in Grant Co
24 Apr (WF), Scotts Bluff Co, 28 Apr (KD), and Dawes Co 25 May (NV).
Neotropic Cormorant: Second-earliest on record was one at BOL 31 Mar (DL, BP);
most of the 16 documented records are from mid-Jun through Sep.
Double-crested Cormorant: Third-highest spring tally on record was the 3537 at
BOL 25 Apr (LE).
American White Pelican: The "low thousands" at HCR 27 Mar (TJW) was in the
range of high counts, 2700 and 2390, both at LM.
American Bittern: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide spring
migrant.
Least Bittern: None were reported; this is an uncommon spring migrant in the east.
Great Blue Heron: Birds were attending nests at rookeries near Melbeta and at LO
by 13 Mar (JGJ). Earliest arrival at rookeries is in late Feb in Nebraska.
Great Egret: Rare in the Panhandle, one was in Scotts Bluff Co 11 May (AK);
another was nearby in Lincoln Co 6 May (VC). There are fewer than 30 records
from the Panhandle.
Snowy Egret: Best count was the 3 at L W 23 Apr (JJ); most reports are of solitary
birds.
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Little Blue Heron: Only 2 were reported, about the norm for spring: one was at L W
30 Apr (AF) and 8 May (PH) and the other was at Burchard L SRA, Pawnee Co,
28 May (MR, photo).
Cattle Egret: Although widely reported, numbers were on the low side; best count
was only 21, at LW 25 Apr (JSt). Uncommon westward and rare in the
Panhandle, one was near North Platte 13 May (TJW) and 3 were there 24 May
(JP).
Green Heron: Least common northwestward, one was in Wheeler Co 20 May (LE).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Early dates are 29 Mar-2 Apr, and so an ad at BOL 2
Apr (LE) was rather early. Two at PL 7 Apr (CR, LE) were also pushing the
envelope.
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Rare in spring, only one was reported, that in
Dakota Co 21 Apr (RMo ).
Glossy Ibis: The only report was of one at Harvard WPA, Clay Co, 13 May (PD,
photo). After a plethora of records 2005-2012, reports seem to have declined,
possibly as observers are putting less effort into combing through flocks of
White-faced Ibis. One at HCR 28 Apr (G&WH) was a possible, but not
conclusively identified.
White-faced Ibis: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant.
Turkey Vulture: Arrival was timely; first reported was a single in Douglas Co 8
Mar (LE). First arrivals are likely breeding birds, and immatures arrive mostly
in late Mar and Apr and begin to form the well-known summer roosts. In
Beatrice numbers of roosting birds had increased markedly by 29 Mar (KCo ),
and best counts were achieved in Lancaster Co 7 Apr, when a record-high spring
tally of 95 was roosting at BOL (LE).
Osprey: Nesting attempts continue, all in the west, but with little success. A single
bird was carrying nest material to a new site across Winters Creek L, Scotts
Bluff Co, from the established nest platform 24 Apr (KD); 2 birds were tending
the platform site beginning 24 Apr, with one sitting on the nest 28 Apr (KD).
Another new site is south of Mitchell, where a lone bird was seen 24 Apr (KD).
The platform near Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, had 2 birds in attendance 24 Apr
(KD) and 21 May (WF). A power pole nest established just east of Lewellen
last year was blown down by 21 May this year (WM, JGJ). The tree site along
the north shore of LM appears to be abandoned (JGJ), and no reports were
received from the Keystone platform site.
Swallow-tailed Kite: An intriguing report was received of a bird along the Niobrara
between Fort Falls and Berry Bridge 26 May by an observer familiar with the
species (JY); details included that "the dark tail was clearly forked and it was
soaring gracefully the entire time we were watching it." There has been an
uptick of sightings in the upper Great Plains recently, including Colorado and
Iowa. There are no Nebraska records since 1910.
Mississippi Kite: Early arrival is in late Apr, but there are a few records 9-15 Apr;
an imm was in Lancaster Co 13 Apr (LE). Arrival at the regular site in Ogallala
was 15 May (JO), and the nesting pair in North Platte re-appeared 16 May
(TJW). The only reports away from these sites were of singles over FF 21 May
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(CNK), at Hormel Park, Fremont, 17 and 23 May (GR, D&JP), and at Imperial
27 May (LR, RH).
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident and spring
migrant.
Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant.
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide spring
migrant.
Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident and
spring migrant.
Northern Goshawk: A typical spring for this rare migrant produced 2 reports:
singles in Madison Co 15 Mar (DH) and Bellevue Cem 11 May (L&BP), the
latter rather late.
Red-shouldered Hawk: The 4 sightings were encouraging, albeit of singles, for this
rare migrant and very low-density breeder in the southeast: Burt Co 3 Mar (JT),
Seward Co 23 Apr (NVR fide JG), FF 29 Apr (EB), and southeast Washington
Co 5 May (JT).
Broad-winged Hawk: The numerous reports were mostly in the east and likely
migrants, although reports after mid-May were from sites where breeding is
likely, FF (CNK, L&BP, LE, SMa) and North Platte (TJW). Breeding occurred
at North Platte last year and an ad had returned by 20 May (TJW). Westerly
reports have increased in recent years, with these this spring: 5 May in Frontier
Co (LR, RH), 11 May in Scotts Bluff Co (RSg, AK, KD), and 2 on 11 May at
HCR (PJ).
Swainson's Hawk: A "very dark morph" bird was in southern Garden Co 17 May
(LJH); limited data suggest that about 5% of this species in Nebraska are dark
morphs.
Red-tailed Hawk: A dark morph (western?) bird was in southeastern Washington
Co as late as 9 May (JT), and a "Harlan's" hawk was rather late for this form in
Merrick Co 14 Apr (LR, RH). An "Eastern" bird was tending a nest in Douglas
Co 3 Mar (JM), a little earlier than usual.
Ferruginous Hawk: Wintering birds are found regularly to central NE; one in Clay
Co 16 Mar (LE) was thus not unexpected.
Rough-legged Hawk: An amazing count was the 28 around Niobrara 17 Mar (MB);
previous high for spring was 12. One in Morrill Co 4 May (KD) was tardy; last
dates are 19-20 May.
Golden Eagle: As a finishing touch to last winter's easterly move by ads of this
species, one was in Butler Co 15 Mar (CNK).
Virginia Rail: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant.
Sora: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant.
American Coot: There were several high counts this spring, including 4000 at L W
23 Apr (JJ), and 3000 at CL both 14 and 21 Apr (JR). These are the 2nd- and
3rd-highest spring counts on record.
Sandhill Crane: Reports from Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, were the only ones
from previously known breeding sites: 2 ads were there 7 Mar (AP) and 6 Apr
(KD), and one on 3 May, when hopefully the mate was nesting (KD). Possibly
nesting nearby were 2 seen flying towards Clear Creek Marshes from the
Lewellen bridge over the North Platte River 21 May (WM), and one heard at a
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small wetland in Pawnee Co 29 Apr (JC, SS). Possibly overlooked in the annual
excitement over central Nebraska cranes are sizeable groups in regular locations
farther west; 20,000 were west of North Platte and in the Hershey area 12 Mar
(TJW), and 5000 were at Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, 24 Apr (AP). Rare
in the east, 4 were at JS 18 Mar (JC, SS), and an influx 11-13 Apr had sightings
on 11 Apr of 15 over Denton (KP), 30 over Sarpy Co (AG), 36 over Lincoln
(LE), 4 at LW 12 Apr (JGJ), 2 at JS the same day (BDB) and 2 in Dixon Co 13
Apr (JJ). Most were fly-overs, but 2 lingered at JS until 20 Apr (MUs). During
the eastern influx, observers driving west on 1-80 first noted cranes in York Co,
much farther east than usual (AG, BG).
Whooping Crane: Reports were 1outine for this locally uncommon spring migrant.
Black-bellied Plover: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide spring
migrant.
American Golden-Plover: Reports were routine for this locally common spring
migrant, rare in the west.
Snowy Plover: There were no reports of this rare statewide spring overshoot
migrant.
Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant.
Piping Plover: Migrants were first noted in Sarpy Co 11 Apr (NR, AG, JGJ) and at
breeding locations near Niobrara 21 Apr (MB, CNK). Best counts in the
Niobrara area were 35 on 2 May (SSu) and 17 there 25 Apr (SSu). Numbers at
LM are low currently due to reduced habitat; best count was 5 on 5 May (JGr).
Killdeer: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and
summer resident.
Mountain Plover: The first nest was found 8 May by the nest-marking crew in
Kimball Co (LS); 17 nests had been marked by 23 May to protect them from
farm equipment (LS; see the excellent website at http://rmbo.org/v3/Home/
tab id/41 /Entry Id/58/F irst-M ountain-Plover-Nest-of-the-Season-Found.aspx).
Black-necked Stilt: A single appeared rather early near Niobrara 13 Apr, a first
Knox Co record (DH, MB), and there were scattered reports elsewhere. The
only reports from the east were of 1-3 at LW 15-21 May (JGJ, TG). Copulation
was observed (and photographed) near North Platte 14 May (VC).
American Avocet: Previous high count for spring was 354, but a remarkable
aggregation of shorebirds near Niobrara included 429 avocets 23 Apr (MB),
increasing to 600-700 on 25 Apr (MB, CNK et al.). Although generally
uncommon in the east, good numbers were reported there, topped by the 100 at
LBN 29 Apr (PD) and 62 at HL 6 May (LE).
Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant and uncommon summer resident.
Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant.
,
Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant.
Willet: As with American A vocet, this species, although generally uncommon in the
east, was widely reported, including an excellent count of 24 in southeastern
Washington Co 8 May (CNK). Egg dates and migration timing centers around

60

The Nebraska Bird Review

Vol. 81 No. 2

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

late April, and so the relatively large numbers in the east in late May were
unexpected: 12 were at LBN 28 May (L&BP) and 3 were at LW 15 May (JGJ).
Lesser Yellowlegs: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant.
Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common spring migrant and
summer resident.
Whimbrel: Seven were reported, a good showing for this rare migrant; reports were
unusually easterly and early. One was in Madison Co 20 Apr (DH), another at
LBN 30 Apr (MN), 2 in Morrill Co 4-6 May (KD, LJH), and 3 in northeastern
Cass Co 25 May (CNK). The Apr reports cited here are only the I Ith and 12th
for Apr; most move through in mid-May.
Long-billed Curlew: As with Whimbrel, there were rare eastern records, to date the
only ones for this species east of the RWB: one was at a sod farm in Sarpy Co
13 Apr (RMa, m.ob.), one was at JS 15 Apr (RSt, photo), and 2 birds likely this
species were near Talmage 27 Apr (JR). The 23 at LM 20 Apr (PD) was a good
count; the only higher counts are 30 and 26.
Hudsonian Godwit: A record high count of 1200 on 21 Apr was part of huge
aggregation of shorebirds near Niobrara (MB). Three at JS on 7 Apr (DL, RSt,
RMa) were 2nd-earliest on record by a day; 20 were there 2 days later (AG).
One near North Platte 6 May (TJW) was westerly, where unexpected. One
observed in Madison Co this spring (DH) was banded in Chiloe, Chile, Jan
2008; this species is indeed a long-distance migrant!
Marbled Godwit: Previous high count for this species in spring was 264; the huge
aggregation of shorebirds near Niobrara (MB) contained an estimated 900-1100
Marbled Godwits 23-25 Apr (MB, CNK et al.). Generally uncommon in the
east, Marbleds appeared there in good numbers, including 75 at LBN 29 Apr
(PD) and 40 in Madison Co 20 Apr (DH). One at PL 7 Apr (LE) was rather
early, and one in Butler Co 28 May (PR) was one day short of record-late.
Reasons for the protracted, eastward-shifted migration (normally these birds
pass through mostly central and western Nebraska in a tight window Apr 15-30)
and the large aggregation near Niobrara are conjectural.
Ruddy Turnstone: This was a good showing for this usually rare Nebraska migrant,
with some 65 reported, and, like Marbled Godwit, its migration period was more
protracted than usual. The 2 at LBN 29 Apr (PD) were second-earliest on
record; numbers there were excellent throughout, peaking at 20 on the rather late
date of 26 May (SMa). Best count for the period, however, was the 22 at L W 15
May (JGJ); high single location count is 42. All reports were, as expected, from
the east.
Sanderling: Best count reported was the 70 at LM 20 May (JGJ); high counts are
142-372, also from LM.
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring
migrant.
Western Sandpiper: The 3 reports of this rare migrant involved 6 birds: 2 near
Niobrara 29 Apr (PD), 1-3 at LBN 30 Apr-5 May (MN, CNK, SMa), and one in
Filmore Co 8 May (JGJ).
Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant.
White-rumped Sandpiper: Arrival was rather early, with 5 reports in late Apr, led
off by a single in Gage Co 25 Apr (JGJ), 4th-earliest on record. Singles were at
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JS 27 Apr (SMa), in northeastern Nebraska 28 Apr (SB), 3 were near Niobrara
29 Apr (PD), and 2 were at LBN 30 Apr (CNK).
Baird's Sandpiper: One in Clay Co 14 Mar (PD) was rather early; earliest dates are
8-9 Mar.
Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this common eastward and rare
westward spring migrant.
Dunlin: By far a new high count was the 350-400 on 24-25 Apr within the shorebird
aggregation near Niobrara (CNK); previous high was 235. Only casual in the
west, a first county record for Scotts Bluff Co was one there 11 May (KD, AK);
this is only the 8th spring record from Lincoln Co westward.
Stilt Sandpiper: One at JS 13 Apr (SMa) was rather early; earliest dates are 9-10
Apr.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine for this fairly common Rainwater
Basin spring migrant.
Short-billed Dowitcher: Earliest on record by 4 days were the 3 at North Platte 16
Apr (TJW, details); the only other Apr report was of 5 at LBN 30 Apr (CNK,
details). There are very few reports of this species in Apr. One in Butler Co 28
May (PR) was 3rd-latest on record, thus the migration period was much more
extended than the expected 9-20 May with more reports and birds than usual, a
total of around 40 birds (m. ob.).
Long-billed Dowitcher: Four in Gage Co 9 Mar (JGJ) were 3rd-earliest on record.
The 600 near Niobrara was a good single-location tally; highest counts at single
sites are 1670 and 1300.
Wilson's Snipe: The 50 at Whitehead Saline Wetlands, Lancaster Co, 26 Apr (KC)
was a good tally; high spring counts range from 77 to 130. .
American Woodcock: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern migrant and
summer resident.
Wilson's Phalarope: Reports were routine for this abundant westward, common in
the east, spring migrant.
Red-necked Phalarope: This species is rare eastward; the only report was of 4 at
LBN 23 May (MN).
Bonaparte's Gull: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant.
Laughing Gull: Only the 6th documented for spring (Apr-May) was one molting
from first winter to first summer plumages at LBN 19 May (SMa, JMa, RMa,
photo).
Franklin's Gull: Highest estimate was the "tens of thousands" in western Douglas
Co 19 Apr (JR), while highest count was the 12,592 at BOL 20 Apr (LE). Each
method provided a record-high spring count, although the estimate method
result could be interpreted as a minimum of20,000.
Mew Gull: There were 2 reports of singles from the Alma area, one at Alma SL 20
Mar (JGJ) and one from HCR 26 Mar (CNK). The two sightings, along with a
sighting there in mid-Feb, may have been of the same bird. A gull seen in poor
weather at HL 17 Apr was considered likely this species, but could not be
conclusively identified (LE).
Ring-billed Gull: By late Apr, lingering Ring-billeds are mostly imms; none of the
35 at Hedgefield WMA, Lancaster Co, 28 Apr were ads (WRS).
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California Gull: An ad at LO 24 Mar (SMa) was at an expected location, and at
somewhat less expected locations were 1-2 in Arthur Co rather early 8 Mar (JR,
D&JP) and 1-2 at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 4-8 May (KO). As well, an imm
in Knox Co 21 May (MB, photo), and 2 ads in Hastings 5 May (PD, photo) were
easterly.
Herring Gull: Ads are rare in the state after Apr; a near-ad, 3rd-cycle bird, was at
LBN 28 May (L&BP).
Thayer's Gull: The usual few were at LM, a juv 20 Apr (PD}, first-year birds 23
Mar (SMa) and 4 Apr (TJW), a 3rd-year bird 8 Mar (JR), and an ad 4 Apr
(TJW). Reports from the east included 1-2 in Lancaster Co 27-31 Mar (LE,
DL).
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Now a regular spring and fall migrant, the usual few
appeared, with all age groups represerited: 1-2 were at LM 13 Mar-5 May (JGJ ,
PD, JGr), 1-2 at BOL 20 Mar-27 Apr (LE, L&BP), and one in Knox Co 11 Apr
(MB). The bird at LM 5 May (JGr) was only the third record for May for the
state.

This immature Laughing Gull was photographed by Joe Manning at Lake Babcock and Lake
North, Platte Co, 19 May.

Glaucous-winged Gull: The cooperative bird at LM, first found 16 Feb (JGJ),
lingered until 23 Mar (RMa, SMa, m. ob.). It is the 3rd documented report;
other records are from LM in 1995 and LO in 2000.
Glaucous Gull: There were 3 reports, of 6 birds in all: 4 (2 first-winter, one 3rdwinter, one ad) at LM 8 Mar (JR et al.), a probable 2nd-winter at HCR 26 Mar
(CNK), and a single rather late near Niobrara 13 Apr (DH, MB). There are only
3 later spring dates.
Least Tern : Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern migrant, rarer
westward.
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Caspian Tern: The 6 reports (m. ob.) were within the tight window 2-9 May; all
were of singles except for the 6 at BOL 6 May (LE).
Black Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant.
Common Tern: There were 5 reports including 11 birds; the 2 on the Missouri River
in Cedar Co 6 May (CG) were rather early, with only 3 earlier dates on record.
Forster's Tern: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant.
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident.
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Copulation was noted in Lancaster Co 3 Mar (LE);
reports for Nebraska to date suggest copulation begins late Feb.
White-winged Dove: One appeared rather early in Gothenburg 27 Mar (TJW); early
dates are 20-25 Mar. Numbers continue to increase; this spring there were 6
reports in all: the Gothenburg bird, one at Rowe Sanctuary 12 Apr (RZ), as
many as 4 in Brady 5-31 May in 2 pairs, with a nest being built 12 May (TJW),
2 at a LM Feeder 14-15 May (JBe), one in Ogallala 20 May (JO), and one near
Doniphan 30 May (JLL).
Mourning Dove: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring migrant.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Numbers were lower than usual; none were seen by veteran
observers based in Dodge Co (D&JP) during the period, and none were reported
from the Panhandle before the end of the period.
Black-billed Cuckoo: There was only one report of this increasingly-rare species:
one was in Knox Co 25 May (MB).
Barn Owl: Reports of this species also seem to have declined, notably in its
traditional southwest Nebraska stronghold. The only report was of one on 2 Apr
at the opposite corner of the state, near Winnetoon, where it has been found each
year since 2005 (MB).
Eastern Screech-Owl: The unusual weather this spring may have been the cause of
a fem using a monitored Sheridan Co nest box 9 May being 5 weeks behind her
egg-laying schedule of last year (WM). A Wood Duck box in the observer's
Dixon Co yard was taken over by screech-owls; it had 2 ads and 2 juvs 24 May
(JJ).
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident.
Snowy Owl: The tail end of this past winter's echo of the major 2011-2012 invasion
was marked by 2 reports: an ad fem was in northern Morrill Co 6 Mar (KD, AK)
and a single was in Hayes Co 9 Mar (RF). These brought the total number of
reports for this winter to 14. The highly-publicized bird that appeared on the
Century Link building in downtown Omaha in late winter was rehabilitated and
released near St Paul, Minnesota, 7 Mar (JB).
Burrowing Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common westerly summer
resident.
Barred Owl: This species is slowly expanding its range westward in southern river
valleys; one was along the Little Blue River at Steele City, Jefferson Co, 6 Mar
(JGJ), singles were in extreme southeastern Thayer Co along Rose Creek 29
Mar (WF) and extreme south-central Saline Co along Swan Creek 28 Mar (WF),
and, most surprising was one at Geneva Cem, Fillmore Co, 12 May (JGJ). This
location is in the Turkey Creek drainage (tributary to the Big Blue River), and
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the only other report from Fillmore Co was from the southeastern part of the
county 11 Mar 2006 (LE), presumably also in the same drainage. Three young
were in a nest box near Elkhorn 26 Apr (DSt).
Long-eared Owl: A nest was being tended at Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 30
Mar (BFH) where a pair nested in 2012 (BFH). An apparent migrant was at HL
6 Apr where none were noted during winter (LE). Wintering birds that do not
remain to breed usually depart in Apr.
Short-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this uncommon nomadic statewide
winter visitor.
Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring
migrant.
Common Poorwill: Reports were routine for this common westerly spring migrant
and summer resident.
Chuck-will's-widow: The 3 reports were from known locations: 5 were at ICSP 27
Apr (JR), one was there 21 May (TG), and one was at Wiseman WMA, Cedar
Co, 24 May (WF). Nebraska is at the northwest corner of this species' summer
range.
Eastern Whip-poor-will: Reports were routine for this common eastern summer
resident.
Chimney Swift: Reports were routine for this common statewide (less common
westward) spring migrant and summer resident.
White-throated Swift: Reports were routine for this fairly common Panhandle
spring migrant and uncommon summer resident.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Westernmost was a male in a Lincoln Co yard 15
and 20 May (VC, photos).
Rufous Hummingbird: The first spring record for Nebraska was an apparent fem at
a LM feeder 17 May 2013 (JBe, photo). Another possible Rufo us was in a
Scotts Bluff Co yard 30-31 May (AD); identification was not conclusive,
however.
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant and summer resident.
Lewis's Woodpecker: One less than a mile north of Harrison 21 May was
considered a "likely migrant" (WM). There have been several summer reports
in recent years from nearby Sowbelly Canyon.
Red-headed Woodpecker: An ad at HCR 27 Mar (CNK) was rather early; most
arrive in south-central Nebraska in Apr. Good numbers wintered in the
southeast; 18 were at FF 3 Mar (CNK).
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Singles have appeared in the observer's Scotts Bluff Co
yard for a few years, with a pair there in 2011 (KD); the first showing of a pair
since then was 10 May this year; they were still present at the end of the period
(KD).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Reports were routine for this uncommon easterly spring
migrant.
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This Rufous Hummingbird, photographed by Jay Belsan at his L Mcconaughy feeder 17 May,
provided Nebraska' s first spring record for this species.

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident.
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide resident.
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant
and resident.
Pileated Woodpecker: This species probably occurs in small numbers along the
entire Missouri River Valley north to Thurston Co; there are no reports as yet
from Ponca SP. Northerly reports included one in Thurston Co at Winnebago
Bend 1 Apr (TL) and one at DeSoto NWR 3 Mar (fide JaG). Adding to 2
previous winter records along the Little Blue River in Jefferson Co was one just
south of Jefferson 4 May (JGJ). Reports from this drainage are slowly
increasing.
American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this common spring migrant.
Merlin: The long-distance migrant subspecies Falco columbarius columbarius is not
known to winter in the state, but one in Washington Co 1 Mar (JR) was certainly
a candidate, or at least a rather early migrant. Migration dates for this
subspecies in Nebraska are 14 Mar-2 May. One in Lancaster Co 12 May (LE)
was tardy; late dates are 20-25 May.
Peregrine Falcon: Copulation by the resident birds at the Capitol Building in
Lincoln was observed 7 Apr (JC, SS). A 4-year-old male named Niobrara was
found dead at the Omaha nest site; it is likely he died in an attempt to take over
the territory from the reigning male, Zeus (fide JGJ).
Prairie Falcon: Rare easterly, singles were in Gage Co 14 Mar (LE) and York Co 16
Mar (LE). The 4 in Scotts Bluff Co 7 Mar was a one-day high for the observer
(KD) and for the state.
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Gyrfalcon: This species is thought to be present in low numbers most winters in the
northern Sandhills, but few birders venture there at that time of year. One was
identified by a falconer at the Ainsworth airport 6 Mar (JS fide JGJ). This date
ties the latest for spring; most of the 60+ reports are in Jan.
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern, rare
westward, spring migrant.
Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common western migrant and
summer resident.
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine for this common eastern, rare westerly,
migrant and summer resident.
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: More than usual were reported, 5 -6 at 5 locations.
Singles were at FF 21 May (EB), WP 23 May (LE), MW 23 May (JR), WGP 27
May (2, possibly same bird; RMa, AF), and in Butler Co 28 May (CNK).
Acadian Flycatcher: This species has expanded northward into FF recently;
numbers reported there were as high as those at ICSP (m. ob.). Overall, 17 were
reported 11-26 May (m. ob.), but since the best count was 3 at FF, there was
likely duplication in the sightings.
Alder Flycatcher: There were many reports 11-31 May, all but one in the east (m.
ob.). One in Lincoln Co 14 May (TJW) was a rare observation that far west,
although banding data at LM indicated that the species can be rather numerous
westward. Best count was the 5 at FF 22 May (JR) and another 5 at WP the
same day (LE).
Willow Flycatcher: Best count was the 12 in Lincoln Co 27 May (TJW); high is 21.
Least Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant.
Cordilleran Flycatcher: This species is not often reported during migration away
from the breeding range; there were only 18 previous spring records, but this
spring singles were at Gering Cem 11 May (KD, AK) and 24 May (KD), and at
Wilson Park, Chadron, 24 May (NV).
Eastern Phoebe: One at Hastings 9 Mar (PD) was rather early; early dates in the
south and east are 4-8 Mar. One in Lincoln Co 16 Mar (LD) was 2nd-earliest on
record for the west and north; expected early dates there are 20-24 Mar. The
"few dozen" at FF 11 Apr (AG) was a good number; record high is 50.
Say's Phoebe: There was a significant push eastward, with no fewer than 7 reports
from Boyd and Hall Cos eastward. Most surprising were the 2 reports from
Sarpy Co, 2 at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 4 May (RMa, SMa, photo) and one in
western Sarpy Co 29 Apr (AF). Also easterly were singles northeast of Fairbury
25 Apr (JGJ), in Dodge Co 6 May (WF), and in Dixon Co 15 May (JJ).
Remaining reports were of singles in Hall Co 15 Apr (JLL), and Boyd Co 25
Apr (JJ). This species is not found every year in the eastern third of Nebraska,
with most reports from the north. South and east of Polk Co there were
previously only 6 records, but this year 4, including the Dodge Co report.
Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine for this common statewide,
uncommon western, spring migrant and summer resident.
Cassin's Kingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western spring
migrant and summer resident.
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant
and summer resident, less common in the east.
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Eastern Kingbird: A surprising aggregation was the 77 in a 4-acre part of a field in
southeastern Washington Co 26 May (JT); migration would be mostly over at
this date.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: There were 3 reports, all singles: one near Red Cloud 3
May (PD), one in Jefferson Co 20 May (JG), and one in northwestern Hall Co
27 May (MC fide JGJ).
Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant and summer resident.
Northern Shrike: Last reported were singles in McPherson and Logan Cos 13 Apr
(WF); last dates are in early May.
White-eyed Vireo: The only report was of a "one-day wonder" at FF 18 May (WRS,
CGa, LN); it was singing loudly but somewhat raggedly in the same place as a
singing Hooded Warbler (see that species).
Bell's Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring migrant
and summer resident.
Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring
migrant and summer resident.
Plumbeous Vireo: Only one of this uncommon western migrant was reported, in
Gering Cem 21 May (KD).
Cassin's Vireo: Only the 2nd spring record was one in Gering Cem 31 May; it had
"yellow sides and yellowish back, much more yellow than the Plumbeous
nearby" (KD). The first record was of 2 birds near Bushnell 1 Jun 2011 (JGJ),
suggesting that if it occurs in spring it is a late migrant.
Blue-headed Vireo: The numerous reports 29 Apr-21 May (m. ob.), all of 1-2 birds,
were from the east, as expected; farthest west one at Grand Island 11 May (SM).
Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant
and summer resident.
Philadelphia Vireo: Spring reports of this species continue to increase; no fewer
than 14 were reported 11-23 May from Hamilton Co eastward (m. ob.).
Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant
and summer resident, less common westward.
Pinyon Jay: Currently the place for this species is the Wildcat Hills of southern
Morrill Co; the reports this spring were from canyons south of Redington (7-8;
LJH), 3 in southeast Morrill Co 25 May (LJH), and 16 on 25 May at the same
ranch house 3 miles northwest of Dalton where 84 gathered at feeders last
winter (KD). None were reported elsewhere.
Steller's Jay: The last date reported for the mini-incursion of about 7 birds into
Scotts Bluff Co this winter was of one there 5 Mar (MS).
Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and
resident.
Black-billed Magpie: Reports from eastern outposts were of one in Cuming Co 27
Mar (JJ) and 3 at Fort Kearny SHP, Kearney Co, 1 Apr (LR, RH).
American Crow: Copulation was observetl in Lancaster Co 7 Mar (TEL); this is a
typical time for breeding to begin in Nebraska.
Horned Lark: Pairs were noted alongside roads in Otoe Co 8 Mar (TEL), about on
time for breakup of winter flocks for this early breeder.
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Purple Martin: Arrival was generally on time in early Apr, led by one at a
Culbertson "colony" 30 Mar (JSt). One arrived at Brady 27 Apr (TJW),
"hundreds", a record high spring tally, were at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 5 May
(JWH); this would presumably be a concentration of local birds due to scarcity
of insects resulting from cool spring weather. Migration occurs mostly in April.
Tree Swallow: Singles at FF 15 Mar (PS) and Lewellen 16 Mar (J&MS, LSt) were
rather early: early dates are 13-17 Mar, and there are fewer than 10 dates prior to
17 Mar.
Violet-green Swallow: Earliest on record by l l days was one in Scotts Bluff Co 6
Apr (KD); usual early arrival dates are 23-26 Apr, with an earlier date 17 Apr.
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at WP 6 Apr (TG) was rather early; early
dates are 30 Mar-2 Apr. Ads were feeding young in Banner Co 25 May 2013
(KD), apparently a rather early date.
Bank Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and
summer resident.
Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and
summer resident.
Barn Swallow: Third-earliest on record by 2 days was a single in Nemaha Co 3 Apr
(LE); earliest 2 dates prior to this sighting were l and 3 Apr.
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident.
Mountain Chickadee: The last sighting from the mini-incursion of wintering birds
into Scotts Bluff Co this winter was of2 in the observer's yard 2 May (AD).
Tufted Titmouse: Observers who report sightings from Lincoln continue to note
how scarce these birds are there: a sighting in a yard 21 Apr was "at long last"
(RE), 4 at WP 21 Apr were the observer's first there in 14 years (RSt), and one
there 9 May was the active observer's (LE) only sighting for the spring period.
At the western edge of the range in southeastern Nebraska was one in Beatrice
14 Mar (LE).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One in cedar canyons in Lincoln Co 20 May (LD) was
tardy; last dates are 30-31 May for birds wintering away from breeding areas.
No significant numbers were reported.
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter
visitor and resident.
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine for this common western resident.
Brown Creeper: Although breeding occurs in nearby Chadron SP, one in Wilson
Park, Chadron, 26 May (NV) was a surprise; it may have wandered there from
Chadron SP. The 6 in Gage Co 14 Mar (LE) was a good count; high counts
through winter are in the range 6-13.
Rock Wren: Reports were routine for this common western spring migrant and
summer resident.
House Wren: The 75 at FF 8 May (JR) was a good count; at this time migrants are
still passing through. Highest counts are in the range 224-351.
Winter Wren: Reports were routine for this rare southeastern winter resident and
uncommon eastern spring migrant.
Sedge Wren: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring migrant
and rare eastern and central summer resident.
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Marsh Wren: Those paying attention to song types during migration can provide
useful information. Western song type birds breed west of a line running
southeast from O'Neill to about the southeast corner of the Sandhills, and
migrants of both types occur southeast of this line: a western type was in Butler
Co 6 May (WF), and an eastern type was in Platte Co 21 May (WF).
Carolina Wren: At the outer edge of the expected range was a pair in a Dakota Co
yard 3-30 Mar, only the observer's 3rd record for the county (BFH), one in
Dodge Co 23 May (D&JP), and one in Gage Co 14 Mar (LE). Two were
attending a nest site in Bellevue 30 Mar (ARy).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Two at WP 6 Apr (TG) were rather early; early dates are 67 Apr. The 16 at FF 8 May (JR) and 13 at WP 27 Apr (LE) were 2nd- and 3rdhighest spring counts on record; the high is 19.
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this uncommon southeastern
winter visitor and fairly common statewide spring migrant.
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring
migrant.
Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern winter visitor,
and common statewide spring migrant and summer visitor.
Mountain Bluebird: Two in each of Arthur and Grant Cos 8 Mar (WF) were
migrants; arrival on the Nebraska breeding range is generally in early Mar.
Townsend's Solitaire: Reports were routine for this common western winter visitor,
rare in the east.
Veery: More than usual were reported, 14 in all, 5-27 May (m. ob.). Westerly
reports are of a different subspecies; more are reported there than in central
Nebraska. One was at Brady 27 May (TJW).
Gray-cheeked Thrush: This was a good spring for this species also, with 19
reported 3-20 May (m. ob.). All were in the east, as expected.
Swainson's Thrush: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring
migrant.
Hermit Thrush: There were many reports, including some good counts, notably the
record-high 25 at WP and PP 20 Apr (DL, BP). In addition, 6 were at PSP 12
Apr (JJ) and 5-6 at MW 9 Apr (JR). Singles at FF 14 Mar (CNK) and Schramm
SP, Sarpy Co, 24 Mar (RW) may have overwintered at those locations. Last in
the east was one at Roca 9 May (SMa); 2 at LM 21-22 May were identified as
the Rocky Mountains subspecies Catharus guttatus auduboni (JGJ), which
migrates mostly in late Apr-early May.
Wood Thrush: Two at ICSP 27 Apr (JR) were rather early; early dates are 20-23
Apr. All reports (m. ob.) were in the east as expected, west to Nance Co (one on
19 May, DL), where it is uncommon.
American Robin: One was on a nest in Lincoln 23 Apr (LE), and another nest in
Lincoln was abandoned 24 Apr due to bad weather (RE).
Gray Catbird: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and
summer resident.
Northern Mockingbird: Reports were routine for this fairly common summer
resident in the southern half of the state.
Brown Thrasher: One at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 8 Apr (RS) was rather early;
early dates are 2-3 Apr.
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European Starling: "Thousands" were streaming through downtown Omaha 20 Mar
(CC); large concentrations in spring are not as common as in fall.
American Pipit: Tying the spring high count was the group of I 00 at Red Cloud 3
May (PD). One in Colfax Co 16 Mar (MB) was rather early; early dates are J013 Mar.
Sprague's Pipit: The only report of this uncommon spring migrant was of one in
McPherson Co 29 Apr (TJW). Apr is the peak spring migration period.
Cedar Waxwing: As is typical of this species, best counts were late in the migration
period. There were 150-200 at Gering Cem 4-9 May (KO); this species often
breeds later than most other woodland species.
McCown's Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western spring
migrant and summer resident.
Lapland Longspur: Largest aggregation reported was 8000, in Gage Co 14 Mar
(LE); this is the 3rd-highest count on record, after 10,000 (twice). A group of50
in Dodge Co 23 Apr (D&JP) was 5th-latest date on record; most depart by midApr.
Chestnut-collared Longspur: This species breeds eastward across northern
Nebraska at a few sites; the 7 at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 15 Apr (TH) were
likely a part of this population.
Smith's Longspur: Until this spring, sightings were rare and there was no regular
site where this species was being found, although many of the few existing
reports were from Spring Creek Prairie in Lancaster Co. Now there are two new
sites: the tiny Berg Prairie near Talmage in extreme northwestern Nemaha Co
and the huge Pawnee Prairie WMA in southern Pawnee Co. At Berg Prairie,
where a hint of its suitability was the finding of 11 birds there I Nov 2012
(CNK), 2 were found 31 Mar this year (WRS), then JO on 2 Apr (RSt), 12 on 1
Apr (CNK), 35-50 on 3 Apr (EA, LE), and 15 on 4 Apr (BP). At Pawnee Prairie
WMA, 5 were found 31 Mar (WRS), 1 I on 1 Apr (PD), then an amazing series
of sightings peaking with 125 birds in 2 flocks of 60 and 65 on 6 Apr (TEL, JG)
and ending with 25 on 29 Apr, just outside the WMA boundary (JC, SS). Prior
to these sightings there had been only 17 records in all, in the period 21 Mar-3
May, but despite the paucity of these prior records, their date range was
reflected accurately by this spring's reports.
Snow Bunting: Despite a good showing this last winter, none were reported this
spring, leaving the last date for the "spring" 23 Feb. Last dates are 10-12 Mar.
Ovenbird: The 2 at ICSP 27 Apr (JR) were rather early; early dates are 22-24 Apr.
Numbers were higher than usual: they were "numerous" at Hummel Park,
Omaha, 9 May (JT) and JO were in Lancaster Co during the period when usually
1-2 are found (LE).
Louisiana Waterthrush: First reported was at FF 3 Apr (PS), rather early; early
dates are 29-31 Mar. Most reports were from well-known locations in the
southeast; outliers are rare, but one was in Thurston Co 7 Apr (BFH) and 2 were
at Rockford Lakes SRA, Gage Co, 4 May (JGJ).
Northern Waterthrush: One at WP 17 Apr (LE) tied for record-early; usual early
dates are 20-23 Apr. There were numerous reports, most from the east as
expected; westerly, where uncommon, was one in Dundy Co 19 May (JGJ).
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Golden-winged Warbler: There were at least 5 reports, a good spring for this rare
migrant: one was at Beatrice 8 May (JGJ), 2 at ICSP 13 May (PD), a fem at FF
15 May (RS), a male there 15 May (JR), and one at LBN 17-19 May (TJW,
MW).
Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide
spring migrant.
Prothonotary Warbler: This species is present most years at FF; 1-2 were there 222 May (m. ob.). Farther afield in the east, where unexpected, were one at
Hormel Park, Fremont, 15 May (GR) and two at PSP: one hit a window and died
3 May (fide JJ) and the other was at a nearby feeder 4 May (RR, SSu, SR).
Tennessee Warbler: Reports were routine for this common eastern spring migrant.
Orange-crowned Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring
migrant.
Nashville Warbler: Reports were routine for this common eastern spring migrant.
Connecticut Warbler: Most years one of this rare migrant species is reported; this
year likely the same bird was reported 21 and 23 May in the same area at FF
(RS, PD). There are about 45 reports in all for spring.
MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported; this is an uncommon western spring
migrant.
Mourning Warbler: There was a normal number of reports, involving about 20
birds, 9-25 May (m. ob.). Migration peaked 21 May, when a record-high 12
were at FF (DL, RSt).
Kentucky Warbler: One at WP 25 Apr (DL) was 2nd-earliest on record by one day.
Last year's territorial bird at WP was joined by another in a second location 27
May (JGJ). This species has become established at FF in recent years, with at
least 2 territorial birds reported this spring (m. ob.), one of which was oftreported due its location next door to a more famous territorial Hooded Warbler.
Best count at FF was 4 on 18 May (JR). One was at Hummel Park, Omaha, 9
May (JT), another consistent location.
Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring
migrant and summer resident.
Hooded Warbler: A surprising 4 were reported; a fem was photographed in Lincoln
Co 1 May (VC), one was singing "vociferously" at WP 28 May (MUs), and the
star of the show was a cooperative territorial male on Chickadee Trail near
Ridge Trail at FF 17-28 May (JMu, KS; m. ob.). The FF bird was not reported
to have been joined by a fem, but a fem was in the Forest, in Mormon Hollow
15 May (DL). There are only 6 documented records after 31 May through fall
for this species.
American Redstart: The 35 at FF 18 May (WRS, CGa, LN) was second-highest
spring count on record, highest is 46. Nest-building was underway at FF 25
May (RMa), timely in the east.
Cape May Warbler: Generally not reported every year, 4 were reported this spring:
a male at MW 9 May (JR), one in Omaha IO May (AS, photo), one at
Plattsmouth 10 May (KSc ), and one a little westerly at Grove L, Antelope Co,
25 May (NP). These are only the 26-29th records since 1982.
Cerulean Warbler: None were reported of this rare but annual eastern spring visitor
and migrant.
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Northern Paruta : Reports away from the Missouri River valley are rare; one was at
Superior 25 Apr (JGJ), one at Grand Island 11 May (SM), and one at Steele
City, Jefferson Co, 31 May (WF).
Magnolia Warbler: The 5 at LBN 25 May (MN) was a good count; high is 7.
Singles at different locations in Lincoln Co 10 and 11 May (VC) were westerly;
there are 18 spring Panhandle reports.
Bay-breasted Warbler: This is a rare spring migrant, and so the one report was as
expected; it was at FF 14 May (JJ, CNK).
Blackburnian Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring
migrant.
Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant
and summer resident.
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern spring
migrant.
Blackpoll Warbler: Reports were routine for this common eastern spring migrant,
uncommon in the west.

This bedraggled Hooded Warbler was photographed by Virginia Clark l May in her yard in
the Sandhills of Lincoln County.

Black-throated Blue Warbler: The only report was of a fem seen by several NOU
Spring Meeting attendees at Central City 19 May (SMa, DL; m. ob.). This
species is of less-than-annual occurrence; this record is only the 27th for spring
statewide.
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Palm Warbler: There was a good showing of this species, with about 41 reported in
all (m. ob.). The 6 in Dixon Co IO May (JJ) was a good count, not to mention
the "many" at WP 6 May (EA). The only higher count is 10.
Pine Warbler: Only the 8th documented spring record for this species was a fem in
Otoe Co 8 May (MRa, details).
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: This form has been more in evidence
eastward recently; this spring one was in Knox Co 24 Apr, only the observer's
2nd in the county (MB), one was at WP 25 Apr (DL), one was photographed at
WP 6 May (EA), and one was in Jefferson Co 12 May (JGJ). One arrived early
in North Platte 18 Mar and was still present 25 Mar (TJW); this was at the same
location 2 appeared in late winter last year.
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Best count was 116 in Lancaster Co 12 May
(LE); high counts are in the range 255-755!
Yellow-throated Warbler: As usual most reports were from FF, where 2 was the
best count (EB, JR); one at PSP 16 May (JJ) was northerly but not
unprecedented there. Rare westward, one was in southern Buffalo Co 18 May
(KS).
Black-throated Green Warbler: One at FF 25 May (LE) was rather late; there are
only 7 later dates.
Canada Warbler: Numbers and locations were about normal, with about 10
reported in the Missouri River Valley 15-25 May (m. ob.). Singles, possibly the
same bird, were at Hormel Park, Fremont, 21 (GR) and 23 May (D&JP); this is
only the 15th spring record away from the Missouri River valley.
Wilson's Warbler: Reports were routine for this fairly common statewide spring
migrant.
Yellow-breasted Chat: Each year a few straggle east of the usual central Nebraska
range boundary; one was in Grand Island 11 May (SM), one at LBN 18 May
(NR, D&JP), and one in Dakota Co 28 May, the veteran observer's first for that
county (BFH).
Green-tailed Towhee: There were 3 reports of this rare but annual spring migrant in
the western Panhandle, including one in Perkins Co 1 May (AW) that was on the
eastern edge of the usual migration corridor; singles were at WSR 12-15 May
(HKH) and in Kimball Co 15 May (LS).
Spotted Towhee: One at HL 12 May (LE) was rather late for the southeast; last
dates are in mid-May.
Eastern Towhee: Birds that look and sound like Easterns have been essentially
unreported in the west, but this year there was an influx into Scotts Bluff Co,
where an experienced observer found 6, 2 at Scottsbluff NM 10 May, and as
many as 4 at Gering Cem 4-21 May (KD). On 4 May at Gering Cem, one was
"unspotted, singing an Eastern song", and on 21 May a single male, an
unspotted fem with a Spotted male, and a hybrid were found (KD).
Cassin's Sparrow: The only report was from the eastern edge of the summer range:
6 were at 2 locations in sand-sage prairie in Hitchcock Co 27 May (TJW).
American Tree Sparrow: Departure was later than usual; one in a Dixon Co yard
28 Apr was much later than the previous last date there, 9 Apr (JJ). There were
several other reports this spring 20-27 Apr (m. ob.). Determining late dates for
this species has been difficult due to confusion with other similar species in late
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Apr and early May. The latest specimen dates for Nebraska are 13 and 14 Apr,
but it is clear that few remain in most years after 20 Apr.
Chipping Sparrow: Earliest reported was in Bellevue 29 Mar (ARy); early dates are
22-23 Mar. A good single-location tally was the 300 in a weed patch near
Beatrice 4 May (JGJ).
Clay-colored Sparrow: Along with the 300 Chipping Sparrows, 200 Clay-coloreds
were in the same weed patch near Beatrice 4 May (JGJ), a good single-location
tally.
Brewer's Sparrow: Observers do not often visit the range of this species in the
western Panhandle, but a researcher posted a series of observations this spring
from Kimball Co, where up to 3 were present 1-17 May (CW). Two other
reports were of singles in Cheyenne Co 3 May (JGr) and Scotts Bluff Co 11
May (AK).
Field Sparrow: While common in the east, westerly reports are fewer and arrival in
spring is later, likely due to those birds being of the bland-faced Rocky
Mountain subspecies Spizella pusil/a arenacea. A single was rather early for
Lincoln Co 15 Apr (TJW); arrival in the west is about 3 weeks later than in the
east.
Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant
and summer resident.
Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and
summer resident.
Lark Bunting: Rare and irregular in the southeast, 4 were in Clay Co 13 May (PD)
and one in Jefferson Co 17 May (NW fide JGJ); these are the 12th and 13th such
southeastern records. The 500 in Perkins Co 26 May (LR, RH) was an excellent
tally; the only higher "count" is the "thousands" in Kimball Co 30 May 2011.
Savannah Sparrow: At least one had returned to the small breeding colony
southwest of Hay Springs by 22 May (WM). This species is a very local breeder
in the northwest.
Grasshopper Sparrow: One in Lincoln Co 29 Apr (TJW) was on the early side;
early dates for the Panhandle are 27 Apr- I May, but there are a few reports in
Apr just east of the Panhandle.
Henslow's Sparrow: None of this rare spring migrant and uncommon local summer
resident were reported.
Le Conte's Sparrow: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern spring
migrant.
Nelson's Sparrow: None of this uncommon eastern late spring migrant were
reported.
Fox Sparrow: One at West Point 8 Mar (JGJ) may have wintered nearby although
early spring dates of birds that were not wintering are 2-3 Mar. All other reports
were in the period 27 Mar-26 Apr, the expected migration period, with excellent
counts of 15-20 at MW 13 Apr (JR) and 17 at PP 23 Apr (LE). Highest counts
are 22-25.
Song Sparrow: The 55 at FF 17 Mar (JR) was a good count; highs are 65-250.
Lincoln's Sparrow: The 6 at NP Dodge Park, Omaha, 2 Mar (JGr) may have
wintered nearby; there are a few similar early records for the first week of Mar
in the southeast.
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Swamp Sparrow: A few wintered in the southeast, with reports 1-2 Mar (JR, JGr,
JGJ). Migrants were on schedule in the east; none were reported elsewhere,
where the species is rarely detected in migration.
White-throated Sparrow: Wintering birds and migrants were numerous this spring
in the southeast; 40 were at NP Dodge Park, Omaha, 2 Mar (JGJ) and 33 were at
FF 5 May (LE). Rare in the west, one was in a Gering yard 20-21 May (RSg).
Harris's Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common eastern winter visitor and
spring migrant, rare westward.
White-crowned Sparrow: As with other sparrow species that were notable for their
presence during winter in the southeast, 7 were in southeastern Washington Co 1
Mar (JR) and one was at FF 3 Mar (CNK). Migrants are expected to arrive midMar; 12 were in southeastern Washington Co 21 Mar (JT). One at North Platte
29 May (K&KH) was rather late; last consensus dates are 31 May-3 Jun, with a
few later dates. Another at Gering Cem 21 May was considered "very late"
(KD).
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This form winters in the Panhandle in low
numbers, and occasionally farther east. One was photographed in Lincoln Co 18
Mar (VC), and there is one other Mar record for Lincoln Co.
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: The 150 at PSP 12 Apr (JJ) was second-highest
spring tally on record after "150+".
Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: This enigmatic but fairly common form statewide was
reported 23-28 Mar in eastern Nebraska (most 8; RW) and at FF 26 Apr (EB).
Although often identifiable in the field, its taxonomic status is unclear.
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Uncommon in the extreme east, one was in a Nebraska
City yard 24 Mar (SQ) and 2 were at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 25 Mar (RW).
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form is rare in the east; the 2 reports were of
one in Nebraska City 28 Mar (SQ) and another at FF the same day (RW). The
date is the latest of the 8 documented records for the east.
Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: Completing the junco "form" sweep this spring
were singles, likely the same bird, in Lincoln Co 4 Apr and 5 May (LD).
Reports of this form have increased in recent years, although there are fewer
than 20 documented records in all. It is a winter visitor, often lingering well into
May.
Summer Tanager: Along with this species' continued expansion and consolidation
of its range in the southeast, there were the usual outliers: a Stanton Co yard
hosted one for a week through 1 May and, for at least a few days up to 27 May,
a male and fem (PT). Westerly was one at Ogallala 10 May (JO); there are fewer
than 30 records away from the Missouri River Valley, most of these since 2008.
Scarlet Tanager: The 6 at FF 18 May (JR) was a good count; highs are 7-9.
Western Tanager: Two easterly birds were photographed: one at a Plattsmouth
feeder 11 May (KSc ), the 10th Missouri River Valley spring record, and another
in northern Knox Co 28 May (C&DJ fide MB).
Northern Cardinal: Continuing its slow -consolidation in the western North Platte
River Valley, one was in the observer's yard 13 May (KD). There is a small
number of known breeding locations in the county.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: At least one appears most years in spring in the
Panhandle; one was at WHNC 11 May (KD).
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Black-headed Grosbeak: Unusually, more Black-headeds were east than Rosebreasteds west; single Black-headeds in western Douglas Co 1 May (DSt), in
Lincoln 8 May (RSt), and in Sarpy Co 11 May (fide CNK) were only the 6th-8th
since 1980 in the southeast. Somewhat east of the usual range were singles in
Keya Paha Co 25 May (WF) and Albion 15 May (D&CN).
Blue Grosbeak: The 7 in Banner and Scotts Bluff Cos 25 May (KD) was a good
tally. High is 11.
Lazuli Bunting: One in North Platte 25 Apr (TJW) was 2nd-earliest on record by 3
days; early dates are (now) 25-27 Apr. This species has had numerous eastward
records in recent years; this spring there were no fewer than 11 reports involving
17 birds 4-21 May east of Grand Island (m. ob.), including 4 males at a Pickrell
feeder 22 May (MCo fide JGJ), and 5 reports from FF (m. ob.).
Indigo Bunting: One at ADF 21 Apr (LF) was 4th-earliest on record; earliest is I 3
Apr in the same county.
Dickcissel: In the south, early dates are 15-18 Apr, and so one at LO 20 Apr (RL)
was rather early. Early dates in the Panhandle are 23-25 May, and so 4 in
Morrill Co 25 May (KD, LJH) were early there also.
Bobolink: Reports were routine for this common statewide spring migrant and
summer resident in the north.
Red-winged Blackbird: A flock of 80 fems at Talmage 28 Apr (WRS) was rather
late; resident fems arrive later than other age and gender classes.
Eastern Meadowlark: Reports were routine for his common eastern spring migrant,
less common westward, and common summer resident in the southeast, locally
common elsewhere.
Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring
migrant and summer resident.
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Earliest migrants, usually single males, appear around l
Mar and set up territories soon after; thus early was a single male on territory in
Grant Co 8 Mar (JR, D&JP). The next 4 reports 27 Mar-7 Apr (LE, LR, RH)
were all of singles as well.
Rusty Blackbird: This species winters rarely in the east, but as many as 8 wintering
at the Broken Bow SL (TH) were westerly. Migrants are also rare westward; 5
were at LO 23 Mar (SMa). Best counts reported were the 25 in Cedar Co 3 Mar
(MB et al.) and 30 in Dixon Co 13 Mar (BFH).
Brewer's Blackbird: Generally an uncommon migrant in the east, there were more
reports than usual, including a good count for the east of 55 in Sarpy Co 5 May
(LE). In all there were 18 reports, all in the east, for a total of 119 birds (m.
ob.).
Common Grackle: First "yard birds", usually singles or small groups, were singles
in Wayne 8 Mar (JGJ) and Omaha 9 Mar (JT). Early dates for migrants are
around l Mar.
Great-tailed Grackle: The 250 in Scotts Bluff Co 6 Mar (KD) was a record spring
count; previous high was 200. Fems were carrying nest material in Douglas Co
28 Apr (JR). On 14 Mar, 11 were near Lakeside and 2 near Hyannis (JGJ); this
is the most recently-occupied part of the state.
Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide spring
migrant and summer resident.

Vol. 81 No. 2

The Nebraska Bird Review

77

Orchard Oriole: One in Dakota Co 13 May was considered "late by 8 days" (BFH).
Early arrival dates are 21-24 Apr, with most arriving in the first week of May.

This Hooded Oriole, Nebraska's first, was photographed by Mark Brogie 28 May 2013 at the
Garrison residence of Bill and Susie Daro and son Colin. (See also photo in NBR Vol. 81 No.
I, page 22.)
Hooded Oriole: Perhaps the bird of the year was a brilliant male at the Garrison
feeder of Bill and Susie Daro and son Colin 25-28 May (m. ob.). The Daro
family were gracious hosts to all who visited their home and yard. This is the
first confirmed record for Nebraska; until one was photographed in Iowa 25
May 2003 (IBL 73:86), it had occurred no farther north than east Texas and
Louisiana. There is a prior Nebraska report that is unconfirmed, but with
reasonable details, of a male near Columbus 12 May 1965 (NBR 33:65).
Bullock's Oriole: Only the 7th record east of the Panhandle was of one at a LM
feeder 15 May (JBe); this species is undocumented east of Lincoln Co.
Baltimore Oriole: The cool spring concentrated these birds at fruit feeders, such as
the 8 waitine for oranges at 6:35 am in a Bellevue yard 2 May (L&BP); best
counts, however, were non-feeder counts: 30 at HCR 11 May (PJ) and 27 in
Howard Co 20 May (LE).
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The Garrison Hooded Oriole, here showing its unworn rectrices; photographed by Paul
Dunbar 27 May 2013.

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The flock of about I 00 that wintered at SBNM had
dwindled to 3 by 2 Mar (KD).
Purple Finch: Strangely all but one of the 8 reports were from FF (m. ob.); best
counts were 10, on 3 Apr (6-10 fems; RS) and 5 Apr (JR). Highest count on
record is only 30.
Cassin 's Finch : None were reported; this is a rare Panhandle winter visitor.
House Finch: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident.
Red Crossbill: Reports were statewide, with most in the west and central. Numbers
were low, best count a moderate 12 near Doniphan 30 May (JLL). Easterly,
where rare, reports were all of single fems: in Lincoln 16 Mar (TEL), in
southwestern Douglas Co I 3 May (JH), and in Nebraska City 16 May (LF).
Nebraska' s breeding crossbills are Type 2, and so the recording and
identification of one of 8 at a Doniphan feeder 20 May as a Type 2 (MY fide
JLL) was of interest since other types were in Nebraska during the past winter.
Common Redpoll: The huge numbers present in winter continued, with impressive
counts of 350 in Cherry Co 8 Mar (JR et al.), 200 in southeastern Washington
Co 21 Mar (JT), and 103 in Custer Co 2 Mar (TH). Numbers declined rapidly
after 24 Mar, with highest count subsequently only 4-5 in Omaha 30 Mar (NR).
Until this year, late dates were 3-5 Apr, with only 6 later dates through 30 Apr,
but this year there were no fewer than 5 locations with redpolls in Apr: one
lingered at an Omaha feeder until 4 Apr (NR), another was at a Creighton feeder
until 21 Apr (MB), one was in Boyd Co 14 Apr (JJ), and singles were in Omaha
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1 May (BW), 2nd-latest on record, and Bellevue on the record late date 5 May
(EB).
Pine Siskin: There were many reports of this species statewide, but numbers were
generally low .. Best counts were only 45 at Nebraska City 14 Apr (LF) and 24
in Omaha 1 May (BW). May reports are common, and such birds may nest.
Two were carrying nest material in Lincoln 8 May (RSt), and 2-4 in Lincoln 20
May were "possibly nesting" (CH fide JGJ).
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter
visitor.
Evening Grosbeak: The fem that wintered at a Blair feeder stayed as late as 11 May
(M&HP); there are only 4 later dates for the state. The only other reports were
of 5 at FF 17 Mar, identified by calls (JR), and a male at a Lincoln Co feeder 3
Apr (fide TJW).
House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident.

Status of Black-billed Magpie in Nebraska
Wayne J. Mollhoff
Ashland, NE
wmo llho ff@netscape.net
Black-billed Magpie is currently listed as a species of least concern by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) (http://www.birdlife.org
/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=5745); however, it has been in abrupt decline in
Nebraska with no evidence that it is beginning to recover. A comparison of data
gathered by voh,mteer observers of the two Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Projects
shows the extent of this decline. In the first atlas project, the species was found in
153 of the 443 blocks surveyed. It was reported in 60 counties and found east to
Dakota, Dodge, and Jefferson counties. Forty-four nests were reported during the
first project. Volunteers spent 5803 observer hours during the first project (Mollhoff
2001 ). In the second atlas project, the species was found in only 36 of the same 443
blocks surveyed in the first project. It was reported in only 31 counties and found
east to Cedar, Stanton, and Nuckolls counties. Five nests were reported during the
second project. Volunteers spent 9214 hours in the second project, an increase of
59% over that spent in the first project.
The decline is on-going, as magpie numbers are still dropping and sites
where they were found early in the second atlas project seem vacant now. The most
recent BBS data for the state shows a 6.8% drop annually over the past decade
(Sauer et al. 2012). There appear to be at least two causes for this decline. The
initial decline began at the end of the first atlas project and went unnoticed at the
time. It began after the introduction of famphur (also known by its trade name
Warbex), an insecticide introduced to control parasitic warble flies (Hypoderma sp.)
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in cattle. Die-offs of both magpies and hawks were soon documented (Henny et al.
1985). The impact on magpies in the state was probably gradual at first. The second
decline began in 2002 with the arrival of the mosquito-borne West Nile virus
(http://diseasemaps.usgs.gov/wnv~_historical.html).
It hit the. Corvidae family
(crows, jays & magpies) especially hard, but as birders soon reported, it also affected
chickadees, hawks, owls and other species as well. The closely-related Yellow-billed
Magpie declined by 42% in California from 2004-2006 in the western U.S., which
was attributed to West Nile virus (Crosbie et al. 2008). In one study 100% ofBlackbilled Magpies infected with West Nile virus died (McLean 2006). The magpies in
Nebraska currently appear to be broken up into isolated pockets and susceptible to all
the usual factors that contribute to extinction of such pockets: lack of gene flow, inbreeding, local weather or habitat disasters, etc. (Quammen 1996).
Historically, the species was found across much of the state, but declined
with the advance of European settlement until it was found only in western Nebraska
(Bruner et al. 1904). It gradually recovered and spread eastward to re-occupy its
former range by the time of the first atlas project (Mollhoff2001). Whether, or how
soon, it can recover from the current threats remains to be seen.
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Photo Documentation by Ron and Anne Kruse
of Black-billed Magpie Nest Cycle in Hall County
Wayne J. Mollhoff
Ashland, NE
wmollhoff@netscape.net
Every once in a while a fortunate birder has a chance to witness the
sequence of events that make up a breeding season. In May of2004, NOU members
Ron and Anne Kruse of Grand Island had that opportunity and made the most of it.
While checking Eastern Bluebird nest boxes on the south side of the northernmost
channel of the Platte River east of Locust St. in the City of Grand Island Wellfield
property, they found a Black-billed Magpie nest. They returned with a camera and
ladder and photographed the nest at two-day intervals for the next three weeks.
Their photos show the chicks' rapid development, a speedy process likely to amaze
anyone who has not had the opportunity to see it firsthand.

Black-billed Magpie nest in Grand Island Wellfield property, Hall Co., located by Ron and
Anne Kruse while checking bluebird boxes in May 2004.

Using a 12-ft stepladder to view the nest, they found that although most magpie nest
cups are solidly roofed over by sticks, this one was open enough on top that they
were able to see into the nest. They took photos one-handed, reaching through the
canopy of sticks and taking care not to damage the structure assembled by the adult
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Juvenile Black-billed Magpie on the Hall Co. nest, which had an atypical open structure,
allowing the Kruses to see into it, May 2004.

magpies. The nest was about 13 feet high in a mostly-dead mulberry tree and about
25 feet from the nearest bluebird box. The area is between the braided channels of
the Platte River, with dense stands of trees interspersed with open grassy meadows.
On two occasions, the chicks opened their mouths in response to the noise or motion
made when the photographs were taken, but at no time did an adult magpie approach
the nest while Anne and Ron were present.
Close examination of the following magpie nesting sequence photos will
show nestling developmental characteristics seldom seen either by bird lovers or
scientists.
Editor's Note: Readers are reminded that all native birds and their nests are
protected by state and/or federal law. Individuals handling adult birds, nestlings or
eggs are required to obtain both state and federal permits. All individuals are
encouraged to avoid unnecessarily disturbing or harassing birds, particularly during
the breeding season.
Thanks to Joel Jorgensen, Nongame Bird Program Manager, Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission, for the above comments on migratory bird laws.
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Black-billed Magpie nest found
by Ron and Anne Kruse south of
Grand Island, Hall Co., May 2,
2004.

Day 3 (May 4, 2004) 6 young have
hatched. Note unhatched egg in center.

Day 5 (May 6, 2004)
Young are growing.
Note feather tracts on
back; wings begin to
darken.
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Day 7 (May 8,
2004) Feather tracts
more visible. Note
wing feathers beginning to erupt. Dried
mud lining of nest
bowl visible on right
side of photo.

Day 9 (May 10, 2004)
Feathers on head begin to
erupt. Note pinfeathers on
back and wings.

Day 11 (May 12,
2004) Feathers
continue to develop.
Note late hatched
chick at top of photo.
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Day 11 (May 12, 2004)
Pinfeathers growing; eyes
are open. Open mouths '
arc bright red.

Day 13 (May 14,
2004) Chicks react
to photographer with
open mouths, seen
through branches
placed over the top
of the nest by the
adult birds.
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Day 19 (May 20, 2004)
Contour feathers and wing
coverts nearly emerged.

1

Day 23 (May 24, 2004)
Growing rapidly and
nearly fledged. Note
rictal bristles developing at base of beak.

May, 2004. Anne Kruse checks
the magpie nest, located in a
mulberry tree, from a 12-ft.
ladder.
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The Junco Called Cassiar
Rick Wright
birdaz@gmail.com

Mention a new or unfamiliar bird, and most of us fall all over ourselves with the
questions: Where can I see it? How do I identify it? When should I look?
In the case of the Cassiar Junco, another query arises first: What is it?
Nebraska birders know better than most just how puzzlingly variable the birds we
now know as Dark-eyed Juncos can be. Some of that is due to age or sex: females
and young birds in all populations tend to be browner and less crisply marked than
older birds and males. And simple individual variation accounts for some unusually
pale or unusually dark birds or for birds with unexpected white markings in the
wings or on the head.
Some differences in appearance or measurements are more significant. Those that
line up with geography-such that birds breeding in one area differ consistently from
those in another-are recognized as marking different subspecies, or races.
Sometimes those characters can be seen in the field, allowing us to at least
tentatively identify a bird beyond the species level.
The juncos provide abundant examples of all these kinds of variation. Indeed, until
just a few decades ago, it was thought that the United States and Canada were
inhabited by at least five junco species (AOU 1957). Not until 1973 were the Whitewinged, Oregon, and Slate-colored Juncos "lumped" as the Dark-eyed Junco Junco
hyemalis (AOU 1973); the same fate befell the former Gray-headed Junco a few
years later, leaving US birders with just two readily distinguished species, the Darkeyed and the Yellow-eyed Juncos (AOU 1983).
Whatever its scientific underpinnings, the Great Taxonomic Massacre of '73
narrowed many birders' horizons. Where before we might have taken the time to
distinguish an extensively brown female Slate-colored Junco from a particularly dull
female Oregon Junco, it just didn't seem worth the effort once they had been
declared "the same" (compare Buckley and Mitra 2003). In 1984, for example,
Nebraska Christmas Bird Count participants reported only six Oregon-type birds
among the nearly 800 juncos they recorded, surely a woeful undercount (Audubon
Christmas Bird Count).
But the birds were there all along, in all their vast variation, and they still are. We
may (or just may not) bow to the authbrity of the latest AOU Check-list in
considering them all "just" Dark-eyed Juncos, but as more and more birders
understand, that doesn't mean that the range of differences that once led to their
recognition as separate species has been lost along with their distinctive names.
Nebraska still has a fascinatingly wide selection of junco "styles" (Coues 1884) to
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enjoy, including the Slate-colored Junco (of the nominate subspecies, Junco
hyemalis hyemalis), the Oregon Junco (most, presumably, representatives of the
subspecies Junco hyemalis shufeldti), the Pink-sided Junco (Junco hyemalis mearnsi,
historically considered a race of the Oregon Junco), the Gray-headed Junco (Junco
hyemalis caniceps, long maintained as a distinct species}--and the Cassiar Junco,
Junco hyemalis cismontanus (see Browning 1990 for a rejection of Allan Phillips's
henshawi for this taxon).

Cassiar Junco, Dodge Co., Nebraska, Dec. 7, 2013. Photo by Janis Paseka.
A prominent American once said, "It depends upon what the meaning of the word
'is' is," an observation applicable in all its profundity to the status and distributionand even the existence-of the Cassiar Junco. Jonathan Dwight first described this
bird in his 1918 study of junco plumages, calling it "a hyemalis [Slate-colored Junco]
darkened by the oregonus strain [Oregon Junco]" (Dwight 1918). Four years later,
Harry Swarth located the breeding grounds of these juncos along the Stikine River of
British Columbia; where Dwight had thought his "cismontanus" juncos most likely
mere hybrids between Oregon and Slate-colored Juncos, Swarth recognized these
birds as "a distinct geographical race" and a
"good subspecies," in the sense that the birds over a certain area ... exhibit
a combination of characters distinguishing them from other described
forms, and they remain true to these peculiarities within . . . close limits.
(Swarth 1922)
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In 1941, Alden H. Miller affirmed Swarth's assessment and applied Dwight's name
cismontanus to this
group of hybrid origin, now stabilized, which occupies a geographic area in
the breeding season to the exclusion of other forms. (Miller 1941)
Miller also designated a lectotype, a specimen to serve as the standard and
authoritative reference for the name, in this case the study skin of a male collected
February 13, 1905, in New Westminster, British Columbia, by Allan Brooks (see
LeCroy 2012). Formerly in the collection of Jonathan Dwight and now no. 402559
in the American Museum of Natural History, New York, that specimen provides the
starting point for the identification of the Cassiar Junco.

The lectotype of Junco hyemalis cismontanus.

As Dwight's early description suggested, a well-marked male Cassiar Junco like this
one is subtly distinctive. In its overall grayness, the bird closely recalls a Slatecolored Junco, but the darkness of the head, breast, and nape approaches that of a
male Oregon Junco, creating a more striking contrast between the "hood" and the
rest of the upperparts than is visible in any but the very blackest of male Slatecoloreds. More significant than the colors themselves is their distribution: the
blackish nape is sharply set off from the grayer or brownish back, and the dark of the
breast meets the paler gray of the flank and the white of the upper belly in a welldefined straight line, where the white underparts of a Slate-colored Junco curve up
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and into the breast (Rising and Beadle l 996). Thus, a male Cassiar Junco, like the
Oregon Junco and unlike the Slate-colored, shows an abrupt "corner" where the
breast and the flanks meet, and the white of the upper belly is "concave."
Such a bird, labeled "Adult male Canadian Rocky Mountains," is depicted on page
501 in the first edition of The Sibley Guide to Birds (Sibley 2000). The color
reproduction in most printings of that book is notoriously poor, and in the copies I
have examined, the gray of the back and flanks of the bird depicted is noticeably too
pale and too blue. This is nevertheless the best and most readily accessible published
illustration of a male Cassiar Junco to date.
Most male Cassiar Juncos are readily identifiable, but females can be much more
challenging. The female Cassiar shares the hooded appearance of the male (and of
the Oregon Junco), but the flanks are often strongly washed with gray over brown
(thus recalling a Slate-colored Junco). Away from the breeding range, however,
many are probably not distinguishable from female Oregon Juncos, while many
others are likely identical in the field (or in the hand) to especially brownish
(probably first-cycle) female Slate-colored Juncos. David Sibley's painting, based
not on a single specimen but on the artist's observations in Alaska, Alberta,
Missouri, New England, New Jersey, and California (D. Sibley, pers. comm.), is
most instructive, depicting as it does a bird that differs from the Oregon Junco shown
on the facing page only in the nearly invisible tinge of gray on its brownish flank.
The intermediate appearance of Cassiar Juncos reflects the historical source of this
population. What Miller meant in calling it "of hybrid origin" (Miller 1941) was that
the founding birds, thousands or tens of thousands of generations ago, were the
offspring of mixed pairs, one parent an Oregon and the other a Slate-colored Junco;
repeated pairings between these hybrid offspring (and their descendants) resulted in a
population of birds consistently displaying the plumage characters we observe today.
It is worth remarking that the same scenario probably recurs even now, with
occasional pairs of "pure" Oregon and Slate-colored Juncos producing young that
potentially replicate the appearance of a true Cassiar Junco (Miller 1941 ). With that
possibility in mind, it may be strictly more accurate away from the breeding grounds
to speak of "apparent" Cassiar Juncos or "Cassiar-type" Juncos, though it seems
likely that most such birds are in fact genuine Cassiar Juncos, members of the
stabilized and geographically delimited population designated J. h. cismontanus.

Though the standard reference works regularly include Nebraska in the winter range
of the Cassiar Junco (AOU 1957, Austin 1968, Byers et al. 1995, de! Hoyo et al.
2011), state and regional ornithologies have been more circumspect. As recently as
2012, there were fewer than ten documented Nebraska records of such birds (Silcock
2012).
Haecker et al. (1945) cautioned that "actual specimen verification" was lacking for
the state. A year after the publication of that Checklist, one of its authors discovered
three skins of J. h. cismontanus, one from Brown and two from Lancaster County
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(Moser 1946); all three are now in the collections of the University of Nebraska State
Museum (Omis). I have not re-examined those skins, but at least the first, UNSM
ZM7401 from Brown County, has been recently confirmed as matching the standard
descriptions of a Cassiar Junco (Sharpe et al. 200 I). Meanwhile, five additional
specimens are now known from Lancaster County, three of them salvaged in the
space of just three weeks in October and November of 1993 (Omis).
By Nebraska standards, eight skins is a fairly robust specimen record for an
uncommon bird. Unfortunately, there are relatively few sight reports to help sketch a
more detailed picture of the Cassiar Junco's status and distribution in the state.
Tellingly, however, nearly all Nebraska birders with whom I have discussed the
matter say that they have seen apparent Cassiar Juncos numerous times-but failed
to recognize them as distinct from the abundant Slate-colored Juncos or to report
them as notable.

Cassiar Junco, Hall County, Nebraska. March 25, 2013.

As Nebraska birders look more closely, more Cassiar Juncos will be recorded in the
state. In late March 2013, my birding group was able to watch a total of seven males
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and at least one apparent female in three Nebraska counties; as one of my
companions observed, we would never have seen them had we not known what we
were looking for.
But that's just the way birding is-especially when it comes to the Cassiar Junco.
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Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting at Central City
The I 14th Annual Meeting was held at the Covenant Cedars Bible Camp in
Merrick County east of Central City on May 17-19, 2013. The 45+ members and
friends in attendance found 163 species, including Eared Grebe, White-faced Ibis,
Black-bellied and American Golden Plovers, Black-necked Stilt, American Avocet,
Ruddy Turnstone, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Laughing Gull, White-winged Dove,
Yellow-throated Vireo, Wood Thrush, 16 warbler species, and 12 sparrow species.
Field trips went to Lakes North and Babcock, Wilkinson WMA, Don
Dworak WMA, Headworks Park, Palmer sewage lagoon, Loup River north of
Palmer, Loup Junction WMA, North Loup SRA, Kirkpatrick Basin South WMA,
Farmer's Valley Cemetery in southeast Hamilton Co., Harvard WPA, Deep Well
WMA, and Dark Island Trail south of Central City. Field trip leaders were Dave
Heidt, Robin Harding, Lanny Randolph, Don and Janis Paseka, and T.J. Walker.
On Friday evening Dr. Joe Gubanyi of Concordia University in Seward
presented an identification workshop featuring species likely to be seen in central
Nebraska in May. He discussed field marks which should help differentiate between
pairs of species such as immature Yellow-crowned and Black-crowned NightHerons, White-faced and Glossy Ibis, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Gray-cheeked
and Swainson's Thrushes, Northern and Louisiana Waterthrushes, and Eastern and
Spotted Towhees.
On Saturday evening, Lauren Dinan, a Nongame Bird Biologist with the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, presented a program entitled
"Understanding Piping Plovers' Lives through Color Banding". This program
provided an update to the ongoing Nebraska Game and Parks Piping Plover banding
project along the Missouri and upper and lower Platte Rivers. The project seeks to
answer questions relating to adult and juvenile survival, site fidelity and winter range
and distribution.
Election of officers was held, and all the current officers were reelected:
Dan Leger, president; Dave Heidt, vice-president; Betty Grenon, treasurer; Kevin
Poague, secretary; Anita Breckbill, librarian; Jan Johnson, William Flack and Don
Paseka, directors; Janis Paseka, editor.
A raffle of Jan Johnson's latest artwork and a silent auction of books
donated by NOU members were held with proceeds going to the NOU General Fund.
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